
 

LOCKED IN BUT NOT LOCKED OUT 
November 2020 Newsletter 

Hi everyone 

My name is Madeline and it’s my turn to get in touch with you this month.  I’m a fairly new 
member of the committee, having joined the very friendly Folk & Country Dancing group a 
couple of years ago.  I am now busy trying to help market our U3A to local people, whom 
we’ve discovered know very little about us.  Not an easy task at the moment, but our U3A is 
much needed! 

Our Activities Continue 

Well, we’re restricted again at the moment, so thank goodness for Zoom, email and other 

on-line packages.  Click on https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/covid-19 for full details, but we 

have a wide range of groups using Zoom now, and others are considering it.  Members are 

playing bridge, or practising their dance steps at home.  We are joining discussions on 

literature, photos, gardening, arts and crafts, science, philosophy, and history (to name but 

a few).  Learning is carrying on too, from French and Spanish to calligraphy, creative writing 

and family history.  Holidays and trips are being planned for 2021.  Book now for Croatia on 

https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/excursion-and-holiday-details 

Linda is busy organising monthly webinars for us while we still can’t meet together.  

Members have thoroughly enjoyed the first two, one on Queen Victoria, the other on Big 

Ben.  Thank you Linda!  Keep an eye open for the next one on 

https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/monthly-meetings 
 

The national organisation is helping us as well.  We’ve put their Winter Learning 

Programme on our local website as it’s very wide ranging and looks to have something for 

everyone.  There is relaxation to be had, as well as learning!  Check it out on Winter 

Learning Programme   Don’t worry about the opening the file - you will see I’ve renamed 

the (rather long) link. 
 

A Christmas Quiz 

To help us raise funds for our local organisation, Rod, our Chair, has organised a Christmas 

Quiz.  Please take part if you can and encourage others, it’s open to anyone.  As well as 

looking great fun, it will help us all to keep and build our membership.  You can find it here - 

https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/christmas-quiz 
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Please help us with Marketing! 

Our committee is working hard to support as many groups as possible, but as elsewhere, 

Covid is taking its toll.  So we’re very keen to recruit more people in support of our current 

activities, and to bring in ideas for new things for members to take part in.  Surveys show 

that we aren’t as well-known as we think we are, which is why we’ve set up our small 

marketing committee.  But we need your help to do this.  

We’re busy trying to get posters up where we can, and we’re writing copy for community 

magazines and newspapers.  We’re looking at partnerships with organisations such as the 

Basingstoke Canal Society, and will be setting up a Facebook page.  But the very best 

publicity we can have is you and your group, learning and having fun together.  So please 

think about sending us any recent photos of your groups, not posed but just enjoying 

yourselves, or a short article on one of your recent activities.  We want people to see what 

a lively and friendly organisation we are.  Thank you.   

We’d also like to know what you think we’re good at and bad at; and what opportunities we 

might be missing.  Just a quick reply to this email with your views would be much 

appreciated.  Again, thank you.   

So keep enjoying as much as you can everyone, the committee is working hard for us all 

behind the scenes.  Take care and enjoy what’s left of our autumn colours.   

 

Madeline Hussey 


