Hook Meetings
Date	Speaker	Topic
12-Sep	Enrolment
10-Oct	Mike Savage	"Mike and his Owls" - Mike will be bringing two owls with him. He will talk through a brief history, the care and training, the habitats and physiology of these majestic birds.  Let's join him and share his passion.
14-Nov		Group presentations/activities and displays by members.  Details to follow
12-Dec	Vera Hughes & David Weller	"Yuletide Tales" - Vera and David will entertain us with Christmas stories and poems, interspersed with interesting facts.  Join us for a fun afternoon!
	Our Strings and things 	Our Strings and Things will be playing background music as members arrive and Carols later.
09-Jan	John Negus	"Twelve Months of Colour in the garden"  - John will cover perennials, climbers, shrubs and trees to give a month by month display throughout the year.
13-Feb	Malcolm Nelson	"40 years of catching smugglers"  - An insight into how Custom/ Border Force Officers catch drug smugglers in the Green Channel. What gives them away?
13-Mar	Simon Brett	"Tickled to Death being an Author" - Simon spent ten years as a radio and TV presenter before starting to write humorous crime novels. He has also written plays and gets involved in their production.
10-Apr	Jenny Mallin	"A Grandmother's Legacy" - Five generations of a British Raj family by their grand-daughter, including their lives on the railways, in the military and their lifestyles.
08-May	Steve Roberts	"Tales of  Scotland Yard" - no clues or evidence given on the talk, so we will just have to wait for Steve to unfold the mysteries of working in several specialist investigation units!!
12-Jun	Bernard Allan 	"Travels with J M Turner" -  As an Art History teacher, Bernard will be taking us on a journey of one of our reknowned artists visiting places where his paintings were first captured.
10-Jul	AGM and social afternoon	

Art and Craft
Where & When
Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin, 13:30-15:30, 2nd & 4th Tuesday
Leader(s)
Sue Gadsdon, 01256420066, 07795831277, gadz@ntworld.com
Lynne McManus, 01635297462, lynne2194@gmail.com

[bookmark: _Hlk517174019]Drawing. painting in all different media, card making and assorted crafts.  Advice ideas and experience shared among members - no formal tuition.

Art History & Appreciation
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:00, 3rd Wednesday
Leader(s)
Edward Dowson, 01256381529, edward.dowson@btinternet.com
Vee Holliday, 01256468628, vee.holliday45@gmail.com

We are an informal group sharing an interest in art of all genres. No prior knowledge is assumed and everyone’s opinion is valued. Our monthly meetings usually centre on a presentation about an artist or movement. The discussion can be lively and it often produces interesting insights.  We also have at least one Gallery visit a year. These are always very popular.

Art Intermediate
Where & When
RidgewaY Centre, Buckskin, 14:00-16:00, 1st & 3rd Monday
Leader(s)
David Plant, 07909996655, david@davidplant.plus.com
Max Smart, 07957566864, maxjs99@yahoo.co.uk

A sociable group of painters with moderate to more advanced skills and experience in a variety of media including water colour, acrylic and oil paints. Members draw on each others' advice, ideas and experience as an integrated and self-motivated group.  Informal tuition and advice from other members is given freely.

Badminton
Where & When
Everest Community Academy, 15:00-17:00, Every Friday
Leader(s)
George MacQuillin, 01256324977, george.macquillin@btinternet.com
Geoff Honeyball, 01256762941, geoff.honeyball@gmail.com

We play Badminton, mainly doubles for exercise and enjoyment.  Not played for a long time?  All abilities are welcome.  Don’t have a racquet?  No problem we have a spare you can use so come along for some activity and enjoyment.

Ballroom Dancing
Where & When
Royal British Legion, Old Basing, 13:30-15:30, Every Friday
Leader(s)
Malcolm Bell, 01256882494, malcolmsb@aol.com

Mary Elverson, 01256354243, maryandjimelverson@yahoo.co.uk

Our group learns ballroom and Latin American dances, taught by an experienced teacher, June Discipline.  Each week we are taught new steps or variations during the first half of the class and then, following our tea break, we have an opportunity to practice what we have learned.  The classes are very relaxed and sociable and the Group welcomes both beginners and experienced dancers.  Partners not necessarily required.

BCOT Luncheon Group
Where & When
BCOT, Worting Road, As advertised
Leader(s)
Gabrielle Norfolk, 01256331530, neil@nnorfolk.plus.com

This Luncheon is open to ALL our paid up members of the U3A. Forms for each lunch are available from Gabrielle in the weeks leading up to the event. This is just a pleasant social event with good food and good company.

Biography
Where & When
Member’s home, 10:00-12:00, 1st Wednesday
Leader(s)
Diana Werry Thomas, 01256353969, werrydm@hotmail.com
Anne Shorey, 01256463510, anneshory@yahoo.co.uk

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month, and alternate earlier biographies with contemporary ones, also heavier with lighter ones. We also use paper backed editions in the interests of economy.  Our books for the year are:
3rd October	THE VICEROYS DAUGHTERS (CURZON)	ANNE DE COURCY
7th November	CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE -  The Reckoning	by CHARLES NICHOLL
OR	CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE -  A Biography	A  L ROWSE
5th December	SAMUEL PEPYS-The UNEQUALLED SELF	CLAIRE TOMALIN
OR	A LIFE OF MY OWN  - Autobiography	CLAIRE TOMALIN
6th February	LIFE & RHYMES	BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH
4th April	The WARRIOR QUEENS - BOUDICCA’S Chariot	ANTONIA FRASER
6th June	CROMWELL – ROUNDHEAD REPUTATIONS - ENGLISH CIVIL WARS & PASSIONS  of POSTERITY	BLAIR WORDEN
OR	CROMWELL -   OUR CHIEF of MEN	ANTONIA FRASER
4th July	FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE  -  Biography	CECIL WOODHAM -  SMITH
[bookmark: _Hlk517172526]
Bridge for Beginners
Where & When
Member’s home, 19:00-21:00, Every Wednesday
Leader(s)
Harvey Wallace, 01256780358, harvey_wallace@btinternet.com
Stan Babb, 01256842984, stan_babb45@sky.com

This takes the form of a one hour lecture followed by a one hour practice session with prepared hands.  No prior knowledge is required to start the course. There are some 19 lessons interspersed with a couple of tournaments to extend the course slightly.  By the end of the course players will be confident enough to attend the Thursday afternoon duplicate sessions.

Bridge for Improvers
Where & When
Basingstoke Bridge & Chess Club, 14:00-16:00, Every Monday
Leader(s)
Stan Babb, 01256842984, stan_babb45@sky.com
Jean Babb,01256842984, anderson.j7@sky.com

This is a sequential course in the Bridge card game. Each session takes the form of a one hour lecture followed by a one hour practice session with prepared hands.  Students are expected to start with a basic knowledge of ACOL (Standard English) bidding.  Everything taught in the Beginners course is revised and further techniques added.  The 2018/19 schedule is on the website (which is updated with changes).

Bridge Duplicate Session
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 13:20-16:30, Every Thursday
Leader(s)
Jean Babb,01256842984, anderson.j7@sky.com
Harvey Wallace, 01256780358, harvey_wallace@btinternet.com

Competitive Bridge in a friendly and unintimidating atmosphere.  All are welcome to drop in and play.  Results are available immediately play stops and are emailed to all players.

Calligraphy
Where & When
Parish Room, Old Basing, 10:00-12:00, 3rd Tuesday
Leader(s)
Nancy Bell, 01256762104, nancybell@hotmail.com
Joan Cole, 01256324749, joanmarycole@icloud.com

Make your mark with Calligraphy and discover some of the things you can do with this pen script lettering.  Our experienced teacher, Jane Hussey gives attention to beginners while also helping the more experienced to develop a variety of techniques and undertake creative projects.

Circle Dance
Where & When
Ridgeway Hall, 14:00-15:30, 1st & 3rd Tuesday
Leader(s)
Ruth Curbishley, 01256460344, ruthcurbishley@talk21.com
Eileen Lavorgna, 01256321496, alfredo@lavorgna.co.uk

Dancing in a circle is an ancient tradition used to celebrate the seasons of the year and the cycles of life as well as for marking special occasions.  Inspired by the songs and dances of village life from around the world it helps strengthen a sense of community and encourages togetherness.  Each dance is taught, complete beginners are welcome and you don’t need partners - so why not come and revitalize mind, body and spirit?

Classical Studies
Where & When
Christchurch, Chineham, 13:30-15:00, 2nd Tuesday
Leader(s)
Margaret Fisher, 07824643883, mbufisher@yahoo.com

This is a group for anyone who has an interest in the ancient world and would like to know more. In these sessions we shall examine the art and architecture, mythology and history of the Greeks and Romans. Sites covered this year will include Troy, Mycenae, Athens, Olympia, Delphi and Epidauros. One session will be a visit to the British Museum to look at the Elgin Marbles and other visual material. No previous knowledge is required.

Computing – Simple
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:00, 4th Friday
Leader(s)
Margaret Hayes, 01256328218, mhayes274@aol.com
John Richards, 01256212482, jrhollytree@hotmail.com

Many members have laptop home computers, plus the increasing use of portable light weight ipads, tablets & smart phones.  Our intention is to explore their usefulness.  This will entail such areas as safety on the internet, email, backup, downloads, antivirus & good computer housekeeping.  Applications such as Skype and predictive texting are included.  Our objectives are to keep each session very friendly, practical, jargon free and most importantly, encouraging confidence.  Please bring your devices with you.  Additionally we encourage group projects & workshops.  These have proven very popular in the past, enabling cross references of useful personal ideas & problem solving for example.

Cooking for Men
Where & When
Members' homes, 12:30-15:30 or later, 2nd Friday
Leader(s)
John Ashworth, 01256762694, ashworths2@btinternet.com
Mike Sant, 01256474313

Members take it in turns to host a lunch for 8.  The host provides the main course and accompanying wines and coffee.  Two other members provide the starter and pudding.  Among the many topics of conversation are the recipes and the provenance of the ingredients.  At the year end, in time for Christmas, we publish a book of the year’s recipes which is available to all members of the U3A.  New members are welcome.

Croquet
Where & When 
TBC Bowls Club, St Andrews Road Basingstoke Hampshire United Kingdom RG22 6RQ, park at the far end of the large car park at Camrose Health Centre – entry gate set in the privet hedge, 10:00-1300 & 14:00-17:00, every Monday, & Tuesday and 10.00 – 13.00 Wednesday morning & Thursday morning.  All equipment is provided, please wear flat soled shoes for the lawn.
Leader(s) 
Alex Ball, 01256 325258, alex@rolexball.co.uk
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jonathon Lane, 01256 355462, jjlane@ntlworld.com
John Richards, 01256 212482 
There are 6 weekly sessions. You may join one or more groups depending upon demand.  A session leader looks after their group and everyone, beginner or more experienced, is welcome to participate in playing hard and enjoying the atmosphere and friendly banter.  The sessions are well attended, so have fun.  Play is from April through to end of September.

Cycling
Where & When
Various places and times
Leader(s)
Alistair Craig, 01256355757, alistair104a@gmail.com
Mick Jones, 01256468131, m.g.jones@virgin.net

The cycling group enjoys social rides at a relatively easy pace, with a break for refreshments and chat.  The group rides at least once each week on different days throughout the year and twice a week in the summer.  The routes mainly follow quiet roads and cycle paths and trails.  The group always wait for stragglers so that no-one would be left behind.  We usually have at least one longer multi-day trip each year - this year we are riding from Innsbruck to Verona and from Morecambe to Bridlington.  Further information and the group rules are on our website - http://basu3acycling.joomla.com/

Environment & Us
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:00, 1st Wednesday
Leader(s)
Jaki Robins, 01256351709, skimum@hotmail.com
Tony Stoney, 01256479951

This is an informal discussion group with the aim of finding out about environmental issues with a particular emphasis on our local environment. From time to time speakers are invited and sometimes visits to sites of interest to the group are arranged.  The programme develops during the year based on the particular interests of the group.
Programme for ‘Environment and Us’ 2018-1019
September 5th	Good news about the environment from around the world.	Sue Juon
September 12th	Enrolment afternoon, 2pm Elizabeth Hall Hook.	Sue Juon and Tony Stoney
October 3rd	Environment and the EU.	Edward Mitchell
November 7th	Soil degradation.	Joy Needham
December 5th	Megacities. Is this the future?	Sue Juon
January 2nd	Tourism pressure.	Linda Brittain
February 6th	Desertification.	Jaki Robbins 
March 6th	Sustainable Energy.	John Richards
April 3rd	Air pollution in Basingstoke.	Rob Score
May 1st	The palm oil story.	Sue Juon
June 5th	Discussion and planning for 2019-2020
July 3rd	Trip to The London wildlife and wetlands centre, Barnes.
(August – no meeting)

Excursions & Holidays
Where & When
Various places and dates
Leader(s)
Joyce Cook,01256466996, 07435563600, joyce.cook@live.co.uk
Audrey Bird, 01256 364885, audrey.bird@gmail.com

The excursions pick-up points are the Raven Hotel Hook, Tesco Express, Lychpit and the Bingo Hall, Basingstoke Leisure Park

Oct. 27th. We have an excursion to Tilbury with a 5 course lunch on a cruise ship. We then have time to view the ship's facilities.
Dec. 7th. Salisbury Cathedral for G4 Christmas Concert.
Dec. 10th. Chichester Cathedral for G4 Christmas Concert and visit Christmas Market.
June 30th. Concert at Royal Albert Hall. The Planets. Travel by coach
Our future trips not yet with dates are: Kew Gardens and National Memorial Arboretum (to which we invite all those from Garden Appreciation Group, and Bletchley Park, London with 2 museums, Hereford and Malvern, plus a probable 2 extra.

Holidays Section.
March 6th - 13th, Limassol, Cyprus.  We have the chance to see the large carnival which precedes Lent.  Saga Holidays.  All Inclusive at Elias Beach Hotel.

Family History
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:00, Last Wednesday
Leader(s)
Phil Males, 01256468878, philip.males@gmail.com
Mervyn Larner, 01256880075, mervyn@larner.net

Each meeting generally takes the form of a presentation by a group member on a family history topic followed by questions, tea and an open discussion.  In the discussion, there is the opportunity to ask for advice or to tell the group of your research successes.

Film Studies
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:00, 4th Monday
Leader(s)
Roy Ashbury, 01256471314, roy.ashbury@gmail.com
Edward Dowson, 01256381529, edward.dowson@btinternet.com

The aim of the sessions is to share members' interests in films and to deepen our pleasure and understanding of the cinema.  We look at a range of films from different cultures, at different genres, at particular directors and are always keen to discover films we are not familiar with. It's an adventure in cinema appreciation!  Recently we have been watching films directed by women film makers. We have lively discussions and are always happy to meet new cinema enthusiasts. No previous knowledge required.  The films we watch and topics we explore are decided by the group as a whole.

Flower Arranging
Where & When
Hook Scout Hall, 10:00-12:00, 2nd Thursday
Leader(s)
Shirley Clancy, 01256763329, shirlclancy@live.com

We are a small, friendly group who enjoy learning about and being creative with flowers, foliage and accessories - real and artificial - in various ways.  We have different monthly themes usually chosen by the members who bring along their own equipment and materials.  You are very welcome to come along and participate, or to just come along and have a chat with coffee/tea and biscuits.

Folk & Country Dancing
Where & When
Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin, 10:00-12:00, Every Friday
Leader(s)
Katharine Harding, 01256243969, kath.b.harding@gmail.com
Doris Kay, 01256364651, ralphk@ralphk.plus.com

New members will be welcomed into this friendly group which enjoys dancing to a mixture of mostly English country music.  All dances are taught and then called with music.

French Basic
Where & When
Oakley; St. Leonard’s Centre, 09:45-12:15, Every Monday
Leader(s)
Rose Holstein, 01256781780, romyholstein@btinternet.com
Liliane White, 01256780989, lilianewhite@hotmail.com

The French Basic Group is made up of 2 parts:  Beginners from 9.45 until 10.30 or 10.45, when we have a break, and Lower Intermediate from 10.45 or 11.00 until 12.15.  Beginners are studying the book “Facon de Parler” Book 1, and Lower Intermediate use Book 2.  People usually stay for the whole morning, and the emphasis is on spoken French, with a lot of practice in basic conversation, when we usually talk about our hobbies and what we have been doing recently.  The atmosphere is relaxed and we have lots of laughs.
French Conversation
Where & When
Members’ homes, 10:00-11:15, Every Tuesday
Leader(s)
Michael Fox, 01256471304, mfox471304@aol.com
Jo Head, 01256357237, m_j_head@hotmail.com

Conversation in French on any and every subject that interests members - and discussions about all things “French.”
French Higher
Where & When
Oakley Methodist Church, 09:45-12:15, Every Monday
Leader(s)
Liliane White, 01256780989, lilianewhite@hotmail.com 
Rose Holstein, 01256781780, romyholstein@btinternet.com

The Higher Group, taken by Liliane White, who is herself French, consists of  the former Advanced Group together with most of the Intermediate Group, and is for people with a good knowledge of French, who wish to write and converse in French as well as learn about current events in France.

Garden Appreciation
Where & When
Various gardens, Normally 14:00 at the venue, 1st Thursday
Leader(s)
Roger Perks, 01256308308
Jean Perks, 01256308308, jeangperks@gmail.com

From March to October we visit gardens that we hope are of interest to our members. All of the gardens are large enough to accommodate at least 50 members, both for car parking and for tea and cake at the end of the visit. Six of the gardens are within a 30/40 minute drive from Basingstoke. Two of the visits (usually May and September) are by coach.

German - Beginners & Intermediate
Where & When
Member's home, 14:00-16:00, Every Thursday
Leader(s)
Rose Holstein, 01256781780, romyholstein@btinternet.com
Geoff Kellett, 01256321633, Geoff.kellett007@gmail.com 

The group is at present intermediate level and lasts from 14:00 to 16:00 with a break in the middle.  Beginners are also welcome and would either have an extra half an hour starting at 13:30 or the course would be adapted to include them for the first hour.  The course is aimed at learning to speak German and the atmosphere is friendly and relaxed.

German Conversation
Where & When
Member's home, 14:00-15:00, 1st & 3rd Friday
Leader(s)
Rolf Holstein, 01256781780, rholstein@btinternet.com

The group members hold discussions entirely in German, except for the occasional translation.  There is no set agenda and no text books are used.  Occasionally we agree to talk about a certain topic, otherwise we just talk on anything of interest.

Healthy Eating
Where & When
Chineham (Hannah Moore room), 09:00-11:00, alternate Thursdays
Leaders
Jean Babb, 01256842984, anderson.j7@sky.com
Heather Frazer, 01256465554, hmfrazer@gmail.com
This group is for those who want to become healthier and to lose weight by supporting each other.  The aim is to introduce a healthy recipe at each session for sampling and to share some slimming tips.  It is the intention to have a guest speaker once a month.  We will record weight loss for those who feel it will help.

History
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 13:30-15:00, 1st Wednesday
Leader(s)
Neil Norfolk, 01256331530, neil@nnorfolk.plus.com
John Thomas, 01256353969, jetoldbasing@hotmail.com

Talks and then discussion on historical topics and events.

3 Oct	Mary Todd Lincoln First Lady of America	Vivien Southwell
7 Nov	World War I Final session	John Thomas
5 Dec	A Pale Rider -   Flu Epidemic	Val Whistance
2 Jan	NO MEETING
6 Feb	History of Gibraltar from the Treaty of Utrecht	Grahame Fleuty
6 Mar	Californian Gold Rush	Neil Francis
3 Apr	1963	Ray Wilshaw
1 May	½ hr The Last King of Hampshire	Neil Norfolk
1 May	½ hr TBA
5 Jun	Good and Bad Developers of Railways	David Brace
3 Jul	Room 40 – WWI Codebreaking	John Thomas

Italian
Where & When
Hill House Community Centre, Brighton Hill, 10:00-12:00, Every Tuesday
Leader(s)
Rob Hannah, 0142087431, rob.hannah3@gmail.com
Jean Carpenter, 01256762205, carpenter2@btinternet.com

Follow-on after several years of Basic Italian. Uses Italianissimo Book 2 and 'Enjoy Italian' by Sylvia Lymbery.

Ladies who Lunch
Where & When
Members' homes, 12:30-, 3rd Thursday
Leader(s)
Rosemary Ball, 01256325258, alex@rolexball.co.uk
Dayl Wallace, 01256780358, dayl_wallace@btinternet.com

We all take a turn at hosting a lunch in our own home with the hostess making the main course, someone else bringing the starter and a third person bringing the pudding.  We enjoy swapping recipes and any culinary tips and facts as well as putting ourselves and the world to right!

Latin Beginners
Where & When
Christchurch, Chineham, 13:30-14:30, 1st & 3rd Mondays
Leader(s)
Enid Holmes, 01276 25046, enid68@ntlworld.com

The course will learn basic Latin with the stress on the Romans in Britain at the end of the first century AD.  It is based on real people of the time and the archaeology of the places where the people lived.

Latin Continued
Where & When
Christchurch, Chineham, 13:30-14:30, 1st & 3rd Mondays
Leader(s)
Margaret Fisher, 07824643883, mbufisher@yahoo.com

This group is suitable for anyone who has studied Latin for three years or more and would like to continue to a more advanced level.  The reading course is based on the Ecce Romani textbook and covers the language requirements of GCSE.

Line Dancing 1
Where & When
Royal British Legion, Old Basing, 10:00-12:00, 1st, 3rd & 5th Wednesdays
Leader(s)
Rosemary Ball, 01256325258, alex@rolexball.co.uk
Rowena Smith, 01256460514, rowena.smith2@gmail.com

Music and instruction by David Graham with a small additional charge.

Line Dancing 2
Where & When
Royal British Legion, Old Basing, 10:00-11:00 Improvers & 11:00-12:00 Beginners/Improvers, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Leader(s)
Rowena Smith, 01256460514, rowena.smith2@gmail.com
Rosemary Ball, 01256 325258, alex@rolexball.co.uk

If you are interested in fun, a bit of exercise and a lot of brain training, why not join our enthusiastic Line Dance Group.  An ability to commit to a course is desirable since each week we go over some old routines but are also learning new routines.  Therefore, regular attendance ensures the group moves forward.  If you want to try Line Dancing but have not done it before, then why not try our bespoke Beginners session from 11:00-12:00.  One hour specifically to teach you the basics whilst still dancing with more experienced dancers.  As with Line Dancing 1, music and instruction are by David Graham with a small additional charge.

Literature
Where & When
Member's home, 09:45-11:00, 4th Thursday
Leader(s)
Gill Williams, 01256882705, lawnfarm@aol.com
Liz Greene, 01256766049, lizegreene@btinternet.com

Members of the group suggest books that they would like to read and 10 are chosen.  Someone introduces the book, after which it is open for discussion.

27th September	Stoner	John Williams
25th October	The Noise of Time	Julian Barnes
22nd November	Crime and Punishment	Fyodor Dostoevsky
24th January 2019	The Dry	Jane Harper
28th February	Cranford		Elizabeth Gaskell
28th March	A Moorland Hanging	Michael Jecks
25th April	The Eustace Diamonds	Anthony Trollope
23rd May		Money	Martin Amis
27th June	Romola	George Eliot
25th July	Conclave	Robert Harris
26th September	The Scarlet Letter	Nathaniel Hawthorne

Mah Jong
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:30, 1st & 3rd Mondays
Leader(s)
Jackie Giles, 01256702859, jackiegiles15@gmail.com
Chris Westmoreland, 01256 326065, chris.westmoreland@hotmail.com

Beginners are very welcome and the rudiments of the game can be picked up quite quickly and no previous knowledge of the game is required.

Meditation
Where & When
Member's home, 14:00-16:00, Every Monday
Leader(s)
Pam Gentry, 01256462365, p.gentry1@ntlworld.com
Jaki Robbins, 01256351709, skimum@hotmail.com

‘Meditation’ is a time for relaxation using themes, music, poetry and experiences.   Laughter is never far away.   This leads to a period of peace and quiet, something many of us value in our busy lives.

Members on their Own (MOTO)
Where & When
Various
Leader(s)
Jackie Giles, 01256702859, jackiegiles15@gmail.com
Margaret Payne, 01256353229, margaretepayne1@talktalk.net

The name of the group speaks for itself!   It is run by members, for members and everybody is a participant.  Our aim is to provide like-minded companionship for members wishing to take part in a variety of activities but who would rather not do so alone.   General meetings are held three or four times a year, both as an excuse to socialise and for discussion and planning purposes.

Music and Words
Where & When
Parish Room, Old Basing, 09:45-12:00, 2nd Thursday
Leader(s)
Diana Charnell, 01256842988, diana.charnell@btinternet.com
Katharine Harding, 01256243969, kath.b.harding@gmail.com

We are a popular and friendly group with a shared interest in music and the written word.  Talks given by our members are interesting, instructive and entertaining; as a result we have the opportunity to hear a wide variety of music and poetry or narrative.

11th October	Fibonacci Revisited	Mary Lucas
8th November	100 years: 1918 to 2018	Gill Dunn
13th December	Christmas Surprise	Duncan Russell
10th January	Vive la France	Katharine Harding
14th February	Play it with Flowers	Diana Charnell
14th March	Nature Notes	Bridget & David Tivey
11th April	Organ Transcriptions	Edward Mitchell
9th May		Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage	Sheila Armstrong
13th June	Names	Hazel Downing
11th July		Own Choice	Group members

Needles and Pins
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 09:30-11:30, 1st & 3rd Fridays
Leader(s)
Sue Richards, 01256212482, jrhollytree@hotmail.com
Val Tonkin, 01256 462511, vtonkin@sky.com

We are a very friendly and sharing group, exchanging advice, patterns and ideas.  Members bring along their own work, any form of knitting, crochet, tapestry. cross stitch, bead work etc. If nothing is needed for themselves then there are many ideas for items for 1 of 3 charities (small teddies, hats & mittens for the neo-natal unit, hats, scarves, mittens, toys and blankets for orphanages in E. Europe and twiddlemuffs for dementia patients N.H.H.). For all of these we usually have a supply of donated wool if needed.  We try to have a workshop or demonstration each month so are always very busy. We welcome new members, including those who wish to learn knitting or crochet.

Patchwork and Quilting
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 10:00-12:00, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Leader(s)
Angela Burden, 01256780750, richard.burden9@btinternet.com
Vanessa Deer, 01256780497, nessd@btopenworld.com

The group is a mixture of beginners and more experienced quilters.  There are demonstrations and projects usually on the 4th Wednesday, and we bring our own work to do at the other meeting.

Photography
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-16:00, 1st Tuesday
Leader(s)
Sandra Brace, 01256323958, brace.sandra@gmail.com
Lynne McManus, 01635297462, lynne2194@gmail.com

Through a programme of talks, demonstrations and practical sessions we aim to improve the pictures we take.

Programme
September 4th	Members Summer Pictures. Please bring up to 5 of your favourite Summer pictures for all to see.
October 2nd	T.B.A
November 6th	Astro -photography
December 4th	Members Autumn Pictures. Please bring up to 5 of your favourite Autumn pictures for all to see.
January 8th	Ginmp, an open source free Photography and Editing Package.
February 5th	Producing Photo Books
March 5th	Members Winter pictures. Please bring up to 5 of your favourite Winter pictures for all to see.
April 2nd	Indian Hill Railways.
May 7th	Composition.
June 4th	Members Spring Pictures. Please bring up to 5 of your favourite Spring pictures for all to see.
This programme is subject to change – please see the website for up to date information.

Play Reading
Where & When
Member's home, 13:50-16:00, 2nd Monday
Leader(s)
Sandra Jamieson, 01256780757, sandrajam27@gmail.com

Over the year we hope to read a great variety of plays. The selection will include both ancient and modern plays covering drama, humour, comedy and tragedy. All according to availability.

Poetry Appreciation
Where & When
Members' homes, 14:00-16:00, 4th Wednesday
Leader(s)
Barbara Robson, 07702557740, robson.barbara55@gmail.com
Pat Good, 01256358814, patricia.good@mypostoffice.co.uk

Each month members decide on the poet or theme for the following month. The main organiser for that month - usually the member who has volunteered to host the session - leads with some information on the poet/theme. Other members bring a related selection of poems for reading out and for discussion.

Quiz Group
Where & When
St. Andrew's Church, South Ham, 13:30-15:30, Alternate Tuesdays
Leader(s)
Joan Carnell, 01256323410, joan.carnell@gmail.com
Mel McMahon, 07788426380, melinsolitary@btinternet.com

This group is for those with a surfeit of useless information!  We usually have 6 or 8 rounds of various quiz questions and a “table” quiz.  Teams are selected at random on the day, so you can just come along and join in.

Rummikub
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00-17:00, 3rd Wednesday
Leader(s)
Edna MacNamara, 01256882701, donandedna@googlemail.com
Mavis Still, 01256461079, stillen@btinternet.com
Wendy Taylor, 01256 463400, w_taylor9@sky.com

We play Rummikub and have tea (or Christmas lunch!).  A very friendly group, beginners and experienced players welcome.

Science & Technology
Where & When
Vyne Community School, 10:00-12:00, 1st Tuesday
Leader(s)
Alistair Craig, 01256355757, alistair104a@gmail.com
Alfred Harding, 01256243969, Alfred.harding58@gmail.com
David Tivey, 01256328589, djtivey@supanet.com

Our friendly meetings provide a wide range of topics presented by members of the group with some visiting speakers. We also enjoy some interesting visits related to our studies.
See the website for up to date information regarding the programme.

Programme
2 October	Ray Knight	Surfactants
6 November	David Taylor	The Story of China in the Ironbridge Gorge
4 December	Christmas Meeting	Quiz and member contributions
1 January	No Meeting
5 February 	Rod Warner	Broadband - from Dial-Up to Fibre
5 March	Alan Ball	Wireless Skullduggery
2 April	David Ashcroft	History of Photography
7 May	Alistair Craig	Reach for the Sky - Tall Buildings
4 June	Alfred Harding	Bread - the Staﬀ of Life
2 July	Neil Norfolk	Forgotten Science
August and September - no meetings.

Scrabble
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 10:00-12:00, 3rd Monday
Leader(s)
Karen Dann, 01256328488, karen.dann@gmail.com

A light-hearted morning for those with a love of making words. Come and give it a try – first timers most welcome.

Simply Sewing
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 10:00-12:00, 1st Thursday
Leader(s)
Val Whistance, 01256332525, whistmum@aol.com

Simply Sewing is a small friendly group which started last year, and has proved very successful. In its inaugural year. We are interested in all aspects of dressmaking, pattern cutting, fabric, sharing techniques and problem solving. We are of mixed ability and would welcome anyone who enjoys sewing either as a beginner or more experienced to join us, meet new friends and share any knowledge and experiences they may have. So why not bring along your latest project and sewing machine.

Singing for Pleasure
Where & When
Parish Room, Old Basing, 14:00-15:30, 1st & 3rd Mondays
Leader(s)
Anne Bates, 01256780683, anne@chester.co.uk
Lydia Knight, 01256334316, brianknightgolf@btinternet.com

A friendly and informal group which meets to sing songs from the musicals, old pop songs from 50s to 90s, old time music hall and evergreens.  Each meeting is led by two volunteers who produce a list of words and songs to be sung during the meeting.

Spanish
Where & When
St. Leonard's Centre, Oakley, 09:15-12:30, Every Friday
Leader(s)
Rose Holstein, 01256781780, romyholstein@btinternet.com
Gabrielle Norfolk, 01256331530, neil@nnorfolk.plus.com

There are 4 levels ( of which 2 are taken simultaneously for some of the time), followed by a conversation group from 11.30 to 12.30.  The study groups are for beginners, lower intermediate and upper intermediate.  Upper intermediate members can stay on for more advanced conversation.  Complete beginners are welcome.  There is a friendly and relaxed atmosphere in all groups.

Strings & Things
Where & When
Elizabeth Hall, Hook, 3rd Wednesday but flexible
Leader(s)
Liz Horner, 01256327050, liz.horner@btinternet.com
Vida Trehern, 01256768433

This small group of musicians has got together to play a variety of tunes and songs.   The group is a regular feature at local U3A events.

Table Tennis
Where & When
Everest Community Academy, 15:00-17:00, Every Friday
Leader(s)
Linda Wain, 01256840461, wain.linda@yahoo.co.uk
Sue Curtis, 01256469577, david.sue@btinternet.com

We are a friendly group playing table tennis for fun and we welcome new members of all abilities.  We have two tables and generally play mixed doubles so eight members are active all the time. We also have the advantage of sharing the Sports Hall with our badminton group, so you can try your hand at this too. We have a spare racket to practise with.  Just come along with your table tennis bat and enjoy a happy afternoon.

Thomas Hardy
Where & When
Christ Church, Chineham, 10:00-12:00, 1st Tuesday
Leader(s)
Geoff King, 01256471256, geoffkt3@talktalk.net
David Lucas, 01256882670, davidgeorgelucas80@gmail.com
Derek Jones, 01189701141, derektjones30@tiscali.co.uk

We meet in an atmosphere of relaxed discussion to study the novels, short stories, poems and life of Thomas Hardy. We also consider the influences on Hardy’s writing, including his native Wessex and the Dorset poet William Barnes. The sessions are led by volunteers from within the group and invariably contain much humour.

Walkers
Where & When
Various places, Sundays at one
Leader(s)
Sue Curtis, 01256469577, david.sue@btinternet.com
David Curtis, 01256469577, dac.oss@btinternet.com

We are a group of medium to fast walkers and we aim to arrange a minimum of two walks a month of between 5 and 10 miles.  We do not stop for coffee or tea breaks.  The walks are notified to all members of the group by email.

Walks with your Camera
Where & When
Various places, 14:00-, 3rd Friday
Leader(s)
Denise Luker, 01256332898, reybridge@hotmail.co.uk
Margaret Hayes, 01256328218, mhayes274@aol.com

A series of walks of no more than 2-3 miles for those who want to take photographs using all forms of camera. The walks will cover landscapes, buildings, animals and plants etc. with a range of both indoor and outdoor locations. Some indoor lighting conditions may not be suitable for some mobile phones and tablets. The walks will complement lessons learnt from Photography Group but are open to all.

Programme
21st September		Basingstoke Canal (Odiham /St John’s Castle)
19th October	Berkshire Walk
16th November		Alfresford
21st December	Polesden Lacy, National Trust
18th January	Photo reveal
15th February	Snowdrop Walk 
15th March	To be confirmed
19th April	Bluebell Walk, Micheldever Woods or Hinton Ampnor
17th May	Greenham Common
21st June	Mottisfont, National Trust
19th July	Stockbridge Water Meadows
16th August	Summer Day Visit
Should the weather not be suitable, an alternative walk will be suggested.
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Sep


 


Enrolment


 


10


-


Oct


 


Mike Savage


 


"Mike and his Owls" 


-


 


Mike will be bringing two owls with him. He will talk through a 


brief history, the care and training, the habitats and physiology of these majestic birds.  


Let's join him and 


share his passion.


 


14


-


Nov


 


 


Group presentations/activities and displays by members


.  


Details to follow


 


12


-


Dec


 


Vera Hughes 


&


 


David Weller


 


"Yuletide Tales" 


-


 


Vera and David will entertain us with Christmas 


stories and poems, interspersed wi


th interesting facts.  Join us for a fun afternoon!


 


 


Our Strings and things 


 


Our Strings and Things will be playing background music as members arrive 


and Carols later.


 


09


-


Jan


 


John Negus


 


"Twelve Months of Colour in the garden"  


-


 


John will cover peren


n


ials


, climbers, 


shrubs and trees to give a month by month display throughout the year.


 


13


-


Feb


 


Malcolm Nelson


 


"40 years of catching smugglers"  


-


 


An insight into how Custom/ Border Force 


Officers catch drug smugglers in the Green Channel. What gives them away?


 


13


-


Mar


 


Simon Brett


 


"Tickled to Death being an Author" 


-


 


Simon spent ten years as a radio and TV 


presenter before starting to write humorous crime novels. He has also written plays and gets involved in their 


production.


 


10


-


Apr


 


Jenny Mallin


 


"A Grandmother's 


Legacy" 


-


 


Five generations of a British Raj family by their grand


-


daughter, including their lives on the railways, in the military and their lifestyles.


 


08


-


May


 


Steve Roberts


 


"Tales of  Scotland Yard" 


-


 


no clues or evidence given on the talk, so we will jus


t 


have to wait for Steve to unfold the mysteries of working in several specialist investigation units!!


 


12


-


Jun


 


Bernard Allan 


 


"Travels with J M Turner" 


-


  


As an Art History teacher, Bernard will be taking us on a 


journey of one of our reknowned artists vis


iting places where his paintings were first captured.


 


10


-


Jul


 


AGM and social afternoon


 


 


 


Art and Craft


 


Where & When


 


Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin, 13:30


-


15:30, 2


nd


 


& 4


th


 


Tuesday


 


Leader(s)


 


Sue Gadsdon, 01256420066, 


07795831277, 


gadz@ntworld.com


 


Lynne McManus, 01


635297462, lynne2194@gmail.com


 


 


Drawing. painting in all different media, card making and assorted crafts.  Advice ideas and experience shared 


among members 


-


 


no formal tuition.


 


 


Art History & Appreciation


 


Where & When


 


Christ Church, Chineham, 14:00


-


16:00,


 


3


rd


 


Wednesday


 


Leader(s)


 


Edward Dowson


, 


01256381529


, 


edward.dowson@btinternet.com


 


Vee Holliday


, 


01256468628


, 


vee.holliday45@gmail.com


 


 


We are an informal group sharing an interest in art of all genres. No prior knowledge is assumed and 


everyone


’


s opinion is valued. Our monthly meetings usually centre on a presentation about an artist or 
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