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Regd. charity No. 1086263 
www.basingstokeu3a.org 

NEWSLETTER - September/October 2021 

Your committee 

Rod Marshall Chairman drmarshall1956@gmail.com 

Janet Field  Business Secretary jrfield1975@gmail.com 

Margaret Hayes Groups Facilitator  basingstokeoldbasingu3agroups@gmail.com 

Sue Seamour Treasurer sue.seamour@ntlworld.com 

Linda Wain Membership Secretary wain.linda@yahoo.co.uk 

Richard Field Webmaster and Assets Manager rfield1952@gmail.com 

Liz Horner Systems Manager liz.horner@btinternet.com 

Madeline Hussey Marketing madeline.hussey@btinternet.com 

Janice Vaughan Member jeavaughan@icloud.com 

Marie White Co-opted member 
Audrey Bird Co-opted member  

Supported by: 
Brenda Austin Minutes secretary Please send any general enquiries to: 

basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com  

We are well into our new u3a year now, and I hope you are enjoying the return to something 
approaching normality.  It has been a long time coming,  but I am delighted to be looking 
forward next month to our first face-to-face monthly meeting since spring 2020.  It will be my 
first one as chairman, even though I am into my second year in the role! 

The November meeting will be preceded at noon by a meeting for our new members.  Since 
the start of August, more than 80 new members have joined us, which is greatly encouraging.  
If you are in this group, you should have received your invitation by now and I hope as many of 
you as possible come along. 

At the time of writing, 650 members have joined for our new u3a year.  If you were a member 
up to the end of August but have not yet renewed your membership, please note that our 
Constitution provides a grace period of two months.  So if you want your membership to 
continue - and we hope you do - please rejoin by the end of this month.  Otherwise, from 1 
November you will no longer be eligible to attend any of our meetings. 

Going back to the subject of monthly meetings, it would be greatly appreciated if a few 
members volunteered to help with making teas and coffees at the end of the speaker’s 
presentation.  This is very straightforward, but the more helpers we have, the sooner all our 
members will get their drinks.  No-one likes long queues, so if you are willing to help in this 
way, please let any committee member know - thank you. 

See you next month. 

Rod Marshall 

http://www.basingstokeu3a.org/
mailto:drmarshall1956@gmail.com?subject=u3a
mailto:basingstokeoldbasingu3agroups@gmail.com
mailto:jeavaughan@icloud.com
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Promotional video 

We are indebted to Guy Caplin for putting 
together a wonderful video promoting our 
u3a.  It can  be viewed on our website at 
www.basingstokeu3a.org/
promotionalvideo 

The video includes film clips and photo-
graphs featuring some of our members.  
We believe everyone who appears has 
confirmed they are happy for this to 
happen.  Nevertheless, please take a 
minute to watch the video and, if you 
appear but would rather not be included, 
please let Guy know – the video can 
always be re-edited. 

Guy can be reached by email at 
guy.caplin@talktalk.net 

Monthly meetings 

Unless otherwise stated, monthly 
meetings take place at Queen Mary's Hall, 
Queen Mary's College (QMC), from 2pm to 
4pm. 

10 November - Sir Winston Churchill 

Our speaker will be Tony Harris, giving us a 
performance playing the role of Sir Winston 
Churchill!  You may remember meeting Tony 
earlier in the year over Zoom, when he gave 
us a memorable portrayal of Henry VIII, so 
you can be assured of an entertaining 
afternoon with, no doubt, a lot of humour! 

8 December (Central Studio, QMC) - Social 

A social occasion to meet up again and 
share a happy afternoon to get into the 
spirit of Christmas.   

 Linda Wain 

Are you missing those great 60s (and 70s) 
sounds? Would you like to re-create some 
of them (to a good standard) but for fun? 

I'm looking for experienced musicians and 
singers of either sex to get together, maybe 
once a fortnight for 2-3 hours, to make 
some good-quality music. Maybe you've 
been in a band once upon a time, but got 
fed up with the late nights putting 
everything away after a show, then driving 
home - but you're missing the fun practice 
sessions? 

If this sounds like you, and you have a 
decent singing voice, or play lead or rhythm 
electric guitar, keyboard or drums (and have 
your own instruments / kit) please get in 
touch. I'm sure we can find some suitable 
premises to practise in, if there is enough 
interest. 
 Peter Hall 
 peter.b1keman@hotmail.com  

Christmas 2021 
fundraising 

quiz 
Our second Christmas fundraising quiz will 
soon be launched.  For a donation of £2 (or 
more), you and your family can have fun and 
be in with the chance of winning a gift token 
if yours is the highest scoring entry received 
by the end of the year. 

Last year’s quiz raised more than £250 for 
our u3a, thanks in no small part to one very 
generous three-figure donation, and it would 
be great if this year’s quiz could be equally 
successful.  Look out for further details in 
your inbox, on our website and on our 
Facebook page next month. 

https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/promotionalvideo
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/promotionalvideo
mailto:guy.caplin@talktalk.net?subject=u3a%20promotional%20video
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Interested in constructing your own web 
site or a Facebook page? 

Web sites 

If you’ve ever thought about constructing 
your own website but wouldn’t know where 
to begin, read on. 

I would be happy to lead a basic web design 
group, where I would create a site from 
scratch and talk interested members 
through the process.  This would include 
things like putting photos on a website. 

An advantage of learning this way is that 
there is no cost to members.  So if after a 
few weeks you decide web site creation is 
not for you, it’s not cost you a penny.  Going 
about it the other way, where you pay a 
company to “host” your site, involves an 
upfront cost, so it must be better to incur 
this cost only after you’ve decided that you 
really do want to create your own site. 

 
Facebook 

Whatever you think of Facebook, it is now an 
important part of the lives of millions of 
people in the UK and billions worldwide.  I’d 
be happy to lead a group for members who 
are interested in learning what Facebook has 
to offer – how to create Facebook pages, for 
example. 

Please note that any group within our u3a 
that wanted to set up its own Facebook 
page would have to agree a code of conduct 
for its members and clear this with the 
committee.   

If either of these topics interest you, please 
let me know. 

 Hema Krishan
 hemakrishan21@yahoo.co.uk  

Smartphone camera masterclasses 

Are you getting the most out of your mobile 
phone? 

The cameras in today’s mobile phones are 
highly sophisticated pieces of equipment: 
professional photographers regularly use 
them as do broadcast cameramen. The 
entire u3a video on our website was shot on 
mobile phones. 

We are proposing a weekly instructional 
course on photography and video this 
Autumn/Winter, including how to use your 
home computer to enhance your images 
and edit your movies. 

If you would like to learn how to take better 
photographs and create videos, we would 
like to hear from you. Please contact  

Guy Caplin at 
guy.caplin@talktalk.net  

or Margaret Hayes at 
marinahayes@hotmail.co.uk  

to register your interest. 
 Guy Caplin 

New skittles group 

A new skittles group is about to start, 
meeting at Basingstoke Town Bowling Club, 
Fairfields Road, RG21 3DR on Monday 
mornings from 10:00 - 12:00.  The first 
meeting will take place on 29 November, 
then weekly to 28 March 2022 with a break 
on 27 December. 

You do not need to buy any equipment.  

Numbers will be limited. Please contact me if 
you are interested. 
 Joyce Cook 

mailto:hemakrishan21@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:guy.caplin@talktalk.net
mailto:marinahayes@hotmail.co.uk
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DON’T FORGET! 

You can stay in touch by: 
 

 emailing 
basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com 

 
checking on our website at 

www.basingstokeu3a.org 
 

joining in with us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a 

 
or, if you’re not online,  

ring 07787 520281 

The new Yearbook is now available but is 
NOT being printed. 

For data protection purposes,  the copy on 
our website does not include group leader 
names or contact details.  This additional 
information is included in the offline copy of 
the Yearbook however, and I can email this 
(password-protected) version to anyone 
who requests it. 

If you do not have internet access, we will 
send you a printed copy of the Year Book 
(including full contact details) on request.  
Any other member who would like a printed 
copy can download the Yearbook from our 
website, or request a copy by email for 
printing at home. 
 Rod Marshall 

Succession planning 

Under the terms of our new Constitution, 
office bearers (Chair, Vice chair, Business 
Secretary and Treasurer) can only hold their 
position for three years.  One of these (Vice 
chair) is vacant, and two others - Business 
Secretary and Treasurer - will need 
successors in a year’s time.  We will also 
need a new Monthly Meetings programme 
secretary/organiser.  If you are interested in 
one of these roles, please let any committee 
member know.  Job descriptions for the 
roles are available. 
 Rod Marshall 

First Aid 

If you are a trained first aider, or would be 
interested in doing the necessary training, 
please let us know.  We are not asking for 
any formal commitment at this stage, just 
gauging potential interest.  

Thank you. 
 Rod Marshall 

mailto:basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a
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The group schedule for our 2021/22 year is set out on this and the next page.  Circumstances 
do of course sometimes change, so if you plan to attend a group meeting, we recommend 
checking beforehand that the details below remain correct.  Looking on our website is often 
the easiest way to do this. 

Group Day Time 

Monday   

 French Intermediate / Higher Every Monday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Scrabble Third Monday 10:00 - 12:00 

Skittles (new, from 29 November) Every Monday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Latin beginners First and third Monday 13:30 - 14:30 

 Singing for pleasure First and third Monday 14:00 - 15:30 

 Art 4 All First and third Monday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Bridge for improvers Every Monday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Film studies Fourth Monday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Meditation Every Monday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Mah Jong First and third Monday 14:00 - 16:30 

 Walking Football Third Monday (and first Thursday) 17:00 - 18:00 

Tuesday   

 French Basic / Improvers Every Tuesday 09:45 - 11:15 

 French conversation Every Tuesday 10:00 - 11:30 

 Calligraphy Third Tuesday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Science and technology First Tuesday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Bridge for Beginners Every Tuesday 10:00 - 12:30 

 Philosophy Third Tuesday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Walking netball Every Tuesday 12:00 - 13:00 

 Art and craft Second and fourth Tuesday 13:30 - 15:30 

 Quiz group Alternate Tuesdays 13:30 - 15:30 

 Board games One Tuesday a month 13:45 - 15:45 

 Circle dance 1st and 3rd Tuesday, September to April  14:00 - 15:30 

 Photography First Tuesday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Duplicate bridge Every Tuesday *online* 14:00 - 16:30 

 Poetry appreciation Fourth Tuesday 15:00 - 17:00 

Wednesday a.m.   

 Line dancing 1 Every Wednesday 10:00 - 11:00 

 Biography First Wednesday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Patchwork and quilting Second and fourth Wednesday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Line dancing 2 Every Wednesday 11:00 - 12:00 

 German beginners  Every Wednesday 11:00 - 12:30 

https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/French
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/indoor-games/Scrabble
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/Latin
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Singing-for-pleasure
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Art-4-All
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/bridge
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Film-studies
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/wellbeing/Meditation
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/indoor-games/Mah-Jong
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Walking-Football
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/French
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/French
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Calligraphy
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Science-and-technology
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/bridge
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Philosophy
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Walking-Netball
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/indoor-games/Quiz-group
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/indoor-games/Board-games
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Circle-dance
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Photography
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/bridge
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Poetry-appreciation
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Biography
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Patchwork-and-quilting
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Line-dancing
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/German
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 Wednesday p.m.   

 Rounders Most Wednesdays 13:30 - 14:30 

 History First Wednesday 13:30 - 15:00 
 Art history and appreciation Third Wednesday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Environment and us First Wednesday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Family history Last Wednesday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Strings and things Third Wednesday but flexible - 

Thursday   

 Music and words Second Thursday 9:45 - 12:00 

 Flowers for fun Second Thursday 10:00 - 11:30 

 Simply sewing First Thursday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Ladies who lunch Third Thursday 12:30 onwards 

 Duplicate bridge Every Thursday 13:30 - 16:30 

 German intermediate  Every Thursday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Literature Fourth Thursday 14:00 - 15:15 

 Gardening  Fourth Thursday 14:00 - 16:00 

 Creative writing First and third Thursday 15:00 - 16:30 

 Walking Football First Thursday (and third Monday) 17:00 - 18:00 

Friday   

 Folk and country dancing Every Friday 10:00 - 12:00 

 Needles and pins First and third Friday 9:30 - 11:30 

 Spanish Levels 1 to 3 Every Friday 9:45 - 11:15 

 Spanish Level 4 Every Friday 11:15 - 12:45 

 Badminton Every Friday 15:00 - 17:00 

 Ballroom dancing Every Friday 13:30 - 15:30 

 Computing - simple Fourth Friday 14:00 - 16:00 

 German conversation First and third Friday 14:00 - 15:00 

 Rummikub Third Friday 14:00 - 17:00 

 Table tennis Every Friday 15:00 - 17:00 

 Walks with your camera Third Friday 14:00 onwards 

Others   

 BCOT luncheon group As advertised  

 Bridge playing Various  

 Croquet Various  

 Cycling Various  

 Excursions and holidays Various  

 Members on their own (MOTO) Various  

 Walkers Sundays 13:00 onwards 

https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Rounders
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/History
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Art-appreciation
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Environment-and-us
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Family-history
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Strings-and-things
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Music-and-words
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Flowers-for-fun
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Simply-sewing
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/wellbeing/Ladies-who-lunch
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/bridge
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/German
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Literature
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Gardening
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/creative-writing
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Walking-Football
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Folk-and-country-dancing
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/crafts/Needles-and-pins
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/Spanish
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/Spanish
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Badminton
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/music/Ballroom-dancing
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/learning-1/Computing---simple
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/languages/German
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/indoor-games/Rummikub
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Table-tennis
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/wellbeing/Walks-with-your-camera
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/wellbeing/BCOT-Luncheon-Group
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/bridge
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Croquet
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/sports/Cycling
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/wellbeing/Members-on-their-own-(MOTO)
https://www.basingstokeu3a.org/wellbeing/Walkers

