
Announcing and Alerting 
 

The English Bridge Union have changed the rules for which bids need to be Alerted and also introduced a new concept known as 
Announcing. The changes have been made to be more in line with the rest of the Bridge world but also to make the bidding more 
understandable in some key areas. These changes come into force on 1st August 2006 but there is a year’s grace where Directors are 
to be lenient when players get it wrong – unless they do so continuously! 
 
Announcements 
 
Certain bids will be announced. Where an announcement is made it MUST be made by the bidder’s partner (NOT the Bidder!). 
Below are the bids that must be announced: 
 
1NT opening bids Partner must announce the point range. We usually play 12-14 HCP. If partner opens 1NT you say “12 to 

14”. If your partnership has an unusual agreement this must also be announced e.g. if your partnership  
sometimes open 1NT with a singleton you must announce it as 12 to 14 may contain a singleton, or if 
your partnership opens 1NT with a 5 card major you must announce “12 to 14 may contain a 5 card 
major” 
 

Responses to 1NT 
openings 

Stayman. If 2♣ in your partnership is Stayman then partner must announce “Stayman” when the bid is made. If it is 
a weak take out no action is necessary. If it is anything else it must be alerted 
 
Transfers.  If 2♦ is a transfer in your system partner must announce “Hearts” when the bid is made 
                  If 2♥ is a transfer in your system partner must announce “Spades” when the bid is made 
                  If 2♦ or 2♥ is a weak take out no action is necessary 
                  If 2♦ or 2♥ means anything else it must be alerted  
 
If you play transfers the completion of the transfer no longer needs to be alerted as the announcement has 
already made the situation clear. 
 

2 level opening bids Any suit opening bid at the 2 level that is natural i.e. it says that you have the suit bid must be announced. 
If you are playing ACOL using strong 2’s then when partner opens 2♦ or 2♥ or 2♠ you must announce 
“Strong”. Many partnerships play 2 level suit bids as weak with a 6 card suit in which case partner must announce 
“Weak”. Any other opening 2 level suit bid will need alerting. 

 
Announcements are intended to remove a lot of doubt from the bidding. Because there are so many variations on the point count for 
1NT openers it is a sensible move to make sure opponents are aware immediately of the strength of the bid. Similarly now that 
transfers are so widely used announcing them means that if pairs are using some other meaning this also becomes apparent.  
 
Note that you are not expected to give a more detailed explanation unless asked. Saying more than is necessary could be construed 
as a method of passing information to partner. 
 
Changes to Alerts. 
 
Because of the Announcements there will be fewer alerts where these apply instead. There are more changes to the use of alerts: 
 
Doubles Suit Bids. Any double of a natural suit bid for take out is not alerted. 

                 Any double of a natural suit bid for any other reason is alerted 
                 Any double of a suit bid that is a conventional bid that shows the suit bid is not alerted 
                 Any double of a suit bid that is a conventional bid that does not show the suit bid is alerted 
 
NT Bids.  Any double of a NT bid for penalties is not alerted 
                 Any double of a NT bid for any other reason is alerted. 
 

Bids above 3NT No alerts are to be used for bids above 3NT.  
 

 
There are some other changes but these are outside the scope of what you would expect in your Bridge and would tend to only occur 
at big EBU tournaments. If you would like more information look on the EBU web site. The full requirements are set out in the 
EBU ‘Orange Book 2006’ which is not exactly light bed time reading! 
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